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Middle East Geography 
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Source: REP2017, field locations are approximate.  

Copyright Westwood Global Energy Group 2017 

OPEC Countries 

Iraq 

Iran 

Saudi Arabia 

Kuwait 

UAE 

Qatar 

Non-OPEC Countries 

Yemen 

Oman 

Jordan 

Syria 

Lebanon 

Israel 



The Middle East is the Largest Petroleum Province in the World 
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BP Statistical Review of World Energy, 2016 

 

The Middle East in 2015 ï  

 

OIL 
47% of the worldôs reserves and 33% of world production 

 

R/P 73 years (world average 50 years) 

 

GAS 
43% of the worldôs reserves and 17% of world production 

 

R/P 130 years 

 

 

Exploration has been very successful ï why? 

 

Why the Middle East Fields May Produce Oil Forever (Mahfoud 

and Beck, Offshore, Jan 1995) 



Middle East ï Regional Setting 
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Palaeozoic 
ÅEarly Palaeozoic  - Arabia stable subsiding passive margin  
ÅHercynian orogen and uplift from Devonian  
ÅPermian rifting, deposition of the Khuff formation  
  

Mesozoic 
ÅMesozoic formation of structural highs and lows  
ÅRegional extension from breakup of Gondwana, rifting along 

Zagros belt  
ÅMiddle Jurassic - Early Cretaceous inversion (central Arabian 

arch) 

  
Cenozoic 
ÅMid Tertiary formation of Zagros foreland basin  
ÅContinued rifting and subsidence 

 

Source: REP2017, adapted from multiple sources 
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