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Middle East Geography
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Non-OPEC Countries

Source: EIA 2017
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The Middle East is the Largest Petroleum Province in the World
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47% of the worl dbdébs reserves and
R/P 73 years (world average 50 years)

GAS
43% of the worl débs reserves and

R/P 130 years

Exploration has been very successful i why?

Why the Middle East Fields May Produce Oil Forever (Mahfoud
and Beck, Offshore, Jan 1995)
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Middle East I Regional Setting

Palaeozoic

A Early Palaeozoic - Arabia stable subsiding passive margin
A Hercynian orogen and uplift from Devonian

A Permian rifting, deposition of the Khuff formation

Mesozoic
A Mesozoic formation of structural highs and lows
A Regional extension from breakup of Gondwana, rifting along

Zagros belt
A Middle Jurassic - Early Cretaceous inversion (central Arabian

arch)

Cenozoic
A Mid Tertiary formation of Zagros foreland basin
A Continued rifting and subsidence
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